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The epistle to Philemon is not like any other letters of apostle Paul. The epistle was written along with Philippians, Ephesians, and Colossians during the period of imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:30-31). This moment was Paul’s moment of hopelessness but he drew the courage from the church in Philippians and the hope in life in Christ. Onesimus was a domestic slave that belonged to Philemon, who was a rich man and a believer in the church in Colossae. In Philemon verse 10, we read that Onesimus had run away from his master to Rome where he met with the apostle, Paul. In the juncture of meeting with Onesimus, Paul urged him to return to Philemon because running away would not solve his troubles. Paul regarded Onesimus as a brother and a faithful believer. In Colossians 4:9, Paul says “he is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you”. The letter, which Onesimus is given to take back on his way back to his master is made to encourage the recipients to welcome him back with fellowship and love.
 Paul writes the letter to Philemon, a soldier of Christ on the basis of love. He pleads with him to receive Onesimus just the way he would welcome Paul. Paul says "although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love" (Philemon 1:8-9). In this situation, Paul had the power to order Philemon to take back Onesimus but he did not use it. Instead, he uses the love shared in Christ and tells him that Onesimus "became my son when I was in a chain. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me” (verse 10 & 11). It is imperative that Christians share and give to one another with love because they belong to one another. Because of their faith in Christ, both Philemon and Onesimus belonged to one another in the body of Jesus Christ. 
Apart from Philemon being a wealthy landowner in Colossae, his love and faith in Christ showed in all saints. In the introductory greeting, Paul says "and to the church that meets in your home”. This tells us that Philemon had lived out his faith in many ways beyond being an ordinary believer in the church in Colossae. In this case, Paul had hopes that Philemon would use the love that he had accorded others, the encouragement, and joy he brought to Paul, in his acceptance of the runaway slave, Onesimus. 
In Ephesians 4:31-32, we realize that Paul had met with Onesimus in Rome and he had successfully led him to Christ. In the Roma empire, masters had the power to execute their slaves if they disobeyed. When Onesimus ran away to Rome, he had clearly signed for his death. However, Paul had met with him and led him to Christ. Again, Paul was a great friend of Philemon and in this case, he mediated due to the common love that they shared in Christ (verse 12 & 13). 
Paul started the epistle with sincere compliments to Philemon and went ahead to talk about the brotherhood in Christ. He then in verse 17 he says “so if you consider me as a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me”. Looking at the verse in a deeper thought, we see that Paul used the parable of the prodigal son. Again, since Paul had already introduced Onesimus to Christ, Philemon would welcome him the way God welcomed Onesimus. Paul goes to an extent of telling Philemon to charge him anything that he owes him to Paul, but to remember that “you owe me your very self” (verse 18). In this book, we learn that Christians should always use love in appealing to others and not authority. We are all connected to Christ through his love and blood. In this case, we should accept one another and forgive for we are one family in Christ. 
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